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South  Molton, 

June,  1939. , 


To  the  Mayor  and  Town  ('ounvil  of  Sonfh  Molton. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1938. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area- 
General  Statistics. 

re  a  .  .  •  » 

]N)pnlation 

Number  of  inhabited  Hiaises 
RateaV)le  Value 
Sum  represented  by  a  Id  Rate 

The  industry  of  the  Town  is  chiefly  associated  with  Agriculture. 
The  number  of  unemployed  persons  on  the  register  of  the  local  Labour 
Lxchange  is  40. 


5.709  acres 
•2707 
830 
£12,930 
np])i  ox.  £52 


Vital  Statistics. 

Luc  Births 
Total 

Legitimate  . . 

Illegitimate  . . 

Rirth  Rate  11.9  per  1000.  Average  Rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  Lo.l 

Still  Births 

Tot  a]  .  •  •  •  •  • 

T.egitimatfl  .  . 

Illegitimate  .  . 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  of  population  13.0 
Average  Rate  for  England  aiul  Wales, 
11.6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
Total 

I..egitimate  .  . 

Illegitiiiiate  .  . 

Deaths  f’'om  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages''i 
,,  ,,  Diarrhcea  ^  under  2  years  of  age) 

,,  ,,  Can  (ter  '(all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Puei'pural  causes  : 

Puei’pural  Sepsis 
Other  puerpural  causes 


M 

18 

16 


1 

1 

j. 

17 


2 

2 


F 

15 

13 

2 


1 

1 

19 


1 

1 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 


1j  a  h  0  rat  a  rij  h  a<' Hi  ties — 

Pathological  Specimens  sent  when  necessary  to  the  County  Council 
Laboratory. 

Liphtheria  Antitoxin  supplied  by  the  Town  Council  if  required. 
Am h  li  i a  nee  h  'a  a il / /  ie s  — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases — Motor  Ambulance  from  Tiverton 

Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  General  and  Accident  Cases — The  South  Molton  St,  John 

Motor  Ambulance. 

N'ursma  in  the  Home — - 

This  is  provided  for  by  the  Local  District  Nursing  Association. 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare — 99  East  Street,  Soutli  Molton. 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary— North  Devon  Infirmary  Annexe. 

Venereal  Clinic — North  Devon  Infimary  Annexe. 

Women  and  Children  -  Fridays,  5.45  to  h.IO  p  m. 

Men  -  Fridays,  6.45  p.m. 


Ortliopsedic  Clinic — At  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfai'c  Oftices. 

Bontport  Street,  Barnstaple.  First  Fiiday  in  the  month. 

Hospitals— 

Tiibeiculosis — Hawley,  Barnstaple  ;  Hawkmoor. 

Other  Infectious  Feyers — Tiverton  Isolation  Hospital. 

Smallpox— Upton  Pyne  Isolation  Hospital. 

Voluntary  General  Hospitals — 

South  Molton  and  District  Cottage  Hospital ; 

North  Devon  Infirmary,  Barnstaple; 

Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hospital,  Exeter. 

Maternity — Pi'ivate  Midwifery  Cases  and  other  Midwifery  Cases 
presenting  any  difficulty  are  admitted  to  the  South  IVlolton 
and  District  Cottage  Ho.^pital. 


Sanitary  Circumslances  of  the  i\rea. 


•  on  Exmoor  ;  Service  Reservoirs 

in  the  lown.  hiltrar.ion  by  (Jaiidy  Pressure  IRlters  and  Sand  Filters. 
A  new  Trunk  main  compospcl  ef  Asbestos  Cement  Pressure  pipes  is  in 
course  of  construction  from  the  impounding  Reservoir  at  North  Melton 
to  the  Service  Reservoirs  in  the  Town.  The  Filtration  Plant  at  North 
Molton  IS  being^enlarged  by  the  p -ovision  of  an  additional  kilter.  Pipe 
supply  is  conti’oiled  by  half-yearly  bacteriological  examination. 

Drainage  and  *S’e?ccruye— The  ole  outfall  sewer  at  Tucking  Mill  has  been 
discarded  nnd  sewage  from  this  area  is  now  delivered  to  the  ^^ewao-e 
^anks  at  Mole  Bridge  by  way  of  the  new  sewer  laid  in  Poltirnore  Road 
foi-  this  pui'pose.  Plans  and  Specifications  are  prepared  for  the  provision 
of  new  sewage  ti  eatment  plants  at  Cooks  Cross  and  Mole  liridge  outfalls. 
Tt  IS  proposed  to  obtain  contracts  for  the  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

Rirers  and  Streanis~K  sample  taken  from  the  river  Mole  at  the 
Bathing  Pool  has  been  found  bacteriologically  nnsatisfactorv.  The  cause 
of  this  is  under  investigation. 

(  loset  Accommodation — No  conservancy  closets  will  be  found  in  the 
area  unless  in  sporadic  outlying  farmhouses. 

PuhJic  Refuse  is  collected  three  times  a  week  and  is 

carted  to  a  tip  outside  the  Town. 

^  Sanitary  Inspoction  of  the  Mrca— Factories,  Workshops  &  Workplaces 
inspected  were  found  satisfactory. 

Shops  No  action  required  to  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the 
S  flops  Act,  1P34. 

f  ampiny  S/tes — None  in  area. 

Smohe  Ahatenient — No  action  was  required  in  this  respect, 

Sn-tnuniny  Poo/— There  is  a  public  open-air  Swimming  Pool,  cut  off 
from  the  Rivei'  Mole.  Sanitary  conveniences  and  dressing  sheds  are 
prodded  The  bed  of  the  river  is  cleaned  annually  in  relaCon  to  the 
Jdol.  The  Pool  has  not  been  opened  this  year  pending  investigation  of 
the  purity  of  the  water  fl{)wing  through  it. 


Kr  a  die  at  ion  of  lied  Bays — -No  action  taken. 

Piihtir  hlementary  Scfiools — Sanitary  conditions  and 
excellent. 


water  supply^ 


Housing. 

1.  Inspection  of  Da:eUtny -houses  durlmi  the  Year  : _ 

(1  j  i^a']  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  funder  Public,  Flealth  or 
Housing  Acts'; 

(/»  Number  of  insjiections  made  for  the  jiui’jiose 


27 

27 


(2)  fa''  Niirnbfn-  of  dwelling-honses  (inelncled  under 

sub-bead  '  1  ’  above^  which  were inspeeteh  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
hlegulations,  1925 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houees  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  oe 
unfit  for  human  habitation. 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head' 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasouablv  fit 
for  human  habitation 


Kemedy  of  Defects  during  the 


Year  ivithout  Service  of  formal 


Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Ijoinil 
Authority  or  their  offi(;ers 


4 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  ^  eai  . 

(a)— Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  ; 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-hou«es  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

[a)  By  owners 

iP-'  Bv  lA'c.al  Authoritv  in  default 

\  j 

of  owners 


Nil 

Nil 


('t3^__Pi’oceedings  under  Public  Health  4cts  : 

tl)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

{a.)  By  owners  .  .  ^  t  n  b’ 

if)  By  Tmcai  Authority  in  default 

of  owners 


Nil 


Nil 


(c)— Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolislied 

in  pursuanc  e  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  1 

{d j~  Proceeding’s  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act.  198(3 : 

(1;  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Oi'ders  were  made  ..  /.  Nil 

;  2 ;  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  Nil 


4,  Jlintsuu/  Actj  1936.  —  Pari  IV. —  Oi'ercroirdijitf  : — 

(a^  iN'iimber  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

»  •  «  • 

di')  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 
(iii)  Number  of  pei'sons  dwelling  therein  ,  . 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

faj  f\J  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
dming  the  year 

CT’  *’  •  •  •  • 

fnj  Number  of  persons  coricevned  in  such  eases 

fi\j  Pai’ticnlars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellin<j’-houses 
iiave  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Tmcal  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcro wrliuir 

*  * 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


1 


17 

122 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

]\I ilk  Supply . — Samples  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  week  by  week 
foi  examination  for  (deanliness.  Mf)nthl3'  samples  ai'e  taken  for 
examination  for  Tuberculosis,  both  of  general  and  s(;hool  supplies. 

Pkegular  inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ai'e  cari'ied  out  under 
tlie  Milk  and  Dairies  Oi’ders  1928  and  1926. 

Meat  and  other  Poods. — There  is  a  regular  inspection  of  Slaughter¬ 
houses,  Shops,  Stalls  and  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 
Condemned  meat  is  destroyed  by  inceration.  No  meat  was  condemned 
during  the  year. 

i.- 


Notiflabie  Diseases  during  the  year  1938. 


Tuberculosis — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

1 

Non- 

Respirafcory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respira.tory 

M. 

F. 

1 

\ 

1 

F. 

M.  j 

■F. 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

0  0 .  •  •  > 

65  and 
upwards . 

Totals.  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i  1 

i 

Other  Infectious  Desenses — 


Disease 

j 

Total  Cases 

Notified 

! 

Cases 

admitted  to 

H  ospital 

Total  Deatlis 

Smallpox  . 

! 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

— 

Diptheria  . 

— 

J^hitcrift  Fever 
(including  Paratyphoid) 

i 

1  _ 

1 

■ — 

■ 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I  1 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia . 

2 

1 

1 

I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Settle,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Borough  Surveyor,  for  his  loyal  co-operation  during  the  }ear. 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  A.  NASH, 

Medical  O fleer  of  IJenli}t. 


S.  WROATIT,  Typ.,  Soutli  Molton.  riioiie  <>5. 


